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NOTES ON CLIMBING IN THE BRITISH ISLES1 

BY A. J. J. MOULAlVI 

(Three illustrations: nos. 37-39) • 

~ORTH VlALES (Ig66) 

1966 might be regarded as the year of Anglesey. Unaccountably, 
nothing \Vas done here in 196 5, after the first ten routes mentioned 
in these notes (A.J. 70. 148). In July, 1966, a guidebook \vas privately 
published by P. Crew, containing descriptions of over thirty more 
routes, the first of the year being The Rift, a very reasonable chimney 
led by C. E. Davies. Crew, Ingle, Alcock, Boysen and Brown have 
taken an important part in this exploration, and on June 19 Crew and 
Brown climbed together for the first time. This resulted in D£nosaur, 
a very hard, insecure and spectacular route (350 ft., XS). The Rat 
Race was the result of one, as witness the first ascent credits, but 
eventually the ne\v team completed it on July 24. Since the guidebook 
appeared, which includes routes on the Red Wall, exploration has 
switched to the cliffs south-east of South Stack lighthouse. Even by 
Gogarth standards the rock here is very bad, except on Castell Helen, 
but the lines are excellent. 

Between Gogarth and the Red Wall is a large zawn, 1\!Iousetrap Za\vn, 
\Vith a cave at the back. Primevil is a pleasant route (\TS) up the steep 
vvallleft of The Slab (VS) on the left of the zawn. The Mousetrap is a 
magnificent hard route (Brown and Cre\v; 420 ft., XS) approaching 
the groove by an impressive diagonal ascent above the cave's overhangs. 
The Red Wall is a fine, steep route on rotten rock, and it seems that one 
can shape the edges of the holds oneself. Wendigo is another steep, 
unsound climb in fine position, and Doppelgangen goes up directly 
between the two. Brown and Crew led all three, and they are all XS. 

For a change, the rock of Castell Helen is superb: grey and solid 
and covered with good holds. The routes are steep and quite diffi.cult
Atlantis, Pel, Rap, and Blanco; all Ifv·s or VS. Right again is theY ello\v 

1 J. A. Austin, F. Wilkinson, P. Nunn, Robin Barley, Eric Byne and Laurie 
Holliwell have helped me in the compilation of these notes. I have also had the 
co-operation of N. A. ]. Rogers, Editor of the C. C. Bulletin, who has shown me 
much of his material; and the report by Sean Rothery in the 1966 C.C.J. is the 
source of the section on Ireland. The rg66 S.M.C.J. gave information for the 
Scottish section, to add to that in A. McKeith's 'Scottish Letter' for the C.C. 
Bulletin. A.J .J .J\L 
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Wall, once again rotten, with Sind and Pterodactyl, both XS, by Brown/ 
Crew and CrammJM. Yates. 

Despite all this activity (fifty routes) there was no lack of search for 
novelty in Snowdonia proper, seven new routes being found on 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu. One of these is a very complex XS called Mianedd. 
It lies between Great Slab and Slanting Slab and starts by lassoing and 
prusiking to a spike. It was led by R. Edwards on May 29 and 30. 
Crew has done Sheaf Direct, an unnamed crack up the large slab on the 
left of Bloody Slab, and a third route on the lower Far East Buttress. 

The Holliwell brothers have carried on Clements' work on Llech 
Ddu by climbing Venom (XS), the groove left of The Great Corner, 
and Iota (VS), high on the left-hand part of the cliff. Hatton, C. T. 
Jones and Moulam did Commuters' Crack (HVS) in the left wall of 
Elliw. Campbell, Cain and Reeves have been active elsewhere in the 
Carneddau, the latter producing Storm, a long, difficult and sometimes 
artificial girdle of Clogwyn yr Eryr. Ron J ames girdled the Amphitheatre 
Wall of Craig yr Ysfa (with a client!), and most of the new routes men
tioned in the last article have been repeated once or twice. The Pillar of 
Elidir has received some attention, a route on the Pillar itself above West 
Gully being surprisingly easy Raj Path, by C. T. Jones, who has led 
two more routes on the rock behind the Pillar, one VD and the other VS. 

A spate of new climbs has appeared at Tremadoc, the majority on 
Craig Pant Ifan, though there are entries on Craig y Gesail and Bwlch y 
Moch. They include Tarantula, the right edge of the slab of Tantalus 
followed by the groove above (D. Y ates, HVS); Valerian, starting as for 
Agrippa and moving left (H. Smith, HVS); a variation to Stromboli; 
and The Chateau, a direct approach to the crux of The Castle. Elsewhere 
in the Snowdon South area Terra Nova and Scuffer on Craig y Llyn add 
to the amenities of this place. 

Hyll Drem has become more popular, three new routes being done 
here: The Burner (Evans and Esplin, HVS), The Spook (Tattersall and 
Dixon, HVS) and The Poker (L. E. and L. R. Holliwell, HVS), the last 
two on the right of the crag and the first in the centre. Snowdon East 
has not been a popular new route area this year, apart from the activities 
of Roscoe and B. Wright on Carreg Fran and a little detail-filling on Craig 
Wrysgan in the Moelwyns. 

Snowdon West has provided not only new climbs, but new cliffs. 
Craig Gyfrinach is one of these, and an old-fashioned chimney, at least 
in appearance, Nith, was done by C. E. Davies and Moulam. Davies 
did Halcyon and Rivalry, and Moulam returned to perhaps the best route 
here, apart from difficulty, in Exaustra. It is a fine, straight, steep and open 
crack. Brown has provided the hardest route, The Slanter, naturally XS. 
Guidebook-work has led to one or two routes on the Riyals by Wiggett. 

Last year's interim guide to Cwm Silin has stimulated exploration 
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there, perhaps the best result being Eureka, an XS up the front of Craig 
Ogof by the Holliwells. Aquarius climbs the water-worn groove bound
ing the Great Slab, right of Kirkus' route, and this was done by Hatton 
and Maguire (HVS). 

There is no doubt that there are many opportunities left for new 
routes, perhaps not least on Lliwedd. Drasdo's work on the guidebook 
is proceeding well, and one route has already been made. Other new 
guidebooks will be published very soon, the long-awaited Carneddau 
by the end of February and Clogwyn du'r Arddu by about May. Tryfan 
and Glyder Fach has already been published, and Cwm Idwal is with the 
printer. Planned to appear either in late I 967 or early I g68 are Snowdon 
East and Snowdon West, by which time a revision to Snowdon South 
will be needed. 

THE LAKE DISTRICT (rg66) 

The Langdale guidebook should be published by the F. & R.C.C. 
before Easter and will probably describe even the most modern routes. 
Austin, its author, this year succeeded on a line he had eyed for ten years. 
This is the wall crack, right of Gandalf's Groove on the Neckband. As 
it is a very sustained HVS, it will probably rank XS. In White Ghyll 
he climbed out of the Chimney by a horizontal gangway (HVS to mild 
XS) and found it 'the most spectacular pitch in Langdale'. Poacher 
and Rainmaker (Pavey Ark) have had a couple of ascents, the latter found 
quite hard by both C. Mitchell and K. Wood. Man of Straw, back in 
White Ghyll, has had several ascents and is now reckoned easier than 
Eliminot, which is provided with an impressive new finish. Man of 
Straw is a free climb (one peg), but some parties have been tempted and 
used more, a bad reversal of the current trend to dispense with as much 
aid as possible. 

All the Thirlmere routes have been repeated at least three times 
(Medlar, Totalitarian, Last Laugh, Ghost and The Final Giggle). Totali
tarian, by Bonington, is probably the best route in the valley. It is a sort 
of direct version of Communist Convert, with four independent pitches 
at mild XS. Ghost is perhaps the hardest route in the valley, with five 
ascents, although Drag, again on Castle Rock, is very difficult and 
unworthy! Medlar and Last Laugh have both been relieved of a peg, 
making no difference to the former; but now both pitches of Last 
Laugh are of the same standard. Incidentally the Eastern Fells guide
book supplement is now written and is expected to be published by Whit. 

Further ·over in the Eastern Fells area, most of the routes on Dove 
have been climbed, but interest has been concentrated on smaller out
lying crags. Again secrecy shrouds their doings, but Allynson and So per 
have found several VS or HVS climbs on new or hitherto neglected 
crags. Thrang Crag is one of these, with Thrangstone, Thrang Slabs and 
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Microcosm, of just less than zoo ft. The Wurgler on Moss Crag, Glencoyne
dale, is another of Soper' s finds, a terrific slanting corner with a very 
technical entry, at HVS. Climbers from Carlisle have also been respons
ible for doubling the number of routes in Swindale. 

Praying Mantis, Les Brown's original route on Goat Crag, has certainly 
changed the face of climbing in Borrowdale. The exploitation of this 
big right wall is almost amazing or rather, its neglect for so long. It is 
a large crag, in clear vie\v of the road, and novv has about thirty routes, 
twenty of them done in rg66. Brian Henderson is the most active 
unearther (the crag is very vegetated, but gardening reveals excellent 
rock), and Goat Crag is novv one of the major crags of the district. 
Elsewhere in Borrowdale little has been done, but two or three crossings 
of the Eagle Crag Girdle must be mentioned, as it is very good although 
rather over-graded in Ross's new guidebook. The fact that this sold 
out very quickly shows that the demand for up-to-date route descriptions 
is there to be satisfied. 

On Scafell two important second ascents were made this year : Moon 
Day, by J eff Oliver and Mike Burbage who found it difficult but suggested 
that if dry it \vould be standard HVS (i.e., easier than Hell's Groove etc.); 
and Armageddon, which \Vas repeated by Wilson and found very hard. 
The North crag has seen many attempts on a line left of C.B., its main 
feature being a thin crack left of the Flake. Les Brown climbed it, with 
some aid, and called it N aygul; but as a whole it seems to use C.B. 
rather a lot. It is thus an important fulfilment, but there are no reports 
yet about its real merit. A very good new route has been added to the 
Shamrock, Silver Lining by Joe Griffin; but Spec Crack and Flanker, by 
now fairly senior routes on Heron Crag, have not even had second ascents 
-not for \Vant of trying. There are four ne\v routes on Cam Spout Crag, 
two of them made this year by Toole. 

Progress is still steady on Pillar Rock, the protagonist being Geoff 
Cram who has taken on the guidebook preparation. He has done three 
new climbs, and of the two others which have been made one, found by 
Les Brown, is a VS. Scylla, the route right of Hadrian's Wall, has been 
repeated twice, is HVS, and the interest is mainly in the big crack pitch 
near the top. 

Finally, what is supposed to be the hardest route on Dow has been 
done. L . Brown and K. J ackson called the groove direct (of Bro\vn's 
1962 route on A Buttress) Balrog, but it has not yet been repeated. 

OUTCROPS (rg66) 
(a) Gritstone 

New routes are still to be found, even on the most popular edges. 
A. Clarke's efforts on Stanage led to ten or so, before he moved to the 
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U. S .A. and discovered unclimbed gritstone on which to exercise his 
talents. The arete left of Paradise Wall yielded to the author a pleasant 
little climb, Paradise Regained. Climbers from the S.U.M.C. have 
made about twenty-five climbs on the Rivelin quarries, until recently 
regarded as rotten and unsafe to climb. Scott and Evans have concen
trated on Agden, and Thurrell and Norcliffe have produced a series of 
hard routes at Y arncliffe, including a girdle called Anthology. Perhaps 
most surprising, even Curbar has yielded fifteen more climbs. 

Last year I mentioned the great surge of interest in Kinder Scout as a 
rock-climbing area. The exploration of the north side has been followed 
by the efforts of Don Morrison, with various companions, in Grinds
brook and Crowden. Both places have provided some spectacular 
climbing. 

Further north there is not a lot to describe. Tony Barley has made 
Black Wall El£minate (HVS) at Almscliff, which goes from near the 
start of Black Wall and finishes over the overhangs above Bird Lime 
Traverse. It gives fine climbing in a superb position on this sheer 
south 'vall. At Guisecliff, gardening has revealed a mixed crop of routes, 
some hard, some good. Dingbat (XS, 6 5 ft.) is the best of them, and 
follows a long corner, similar to Insanity at Curbar. Unfortunately it 
needs a peg for aid. Very controversially Tony Barley solved a long 
outstanding problem at Brimham. This is The Black Chipper, up the 
tvvo-tiered buttress forty yards north of Lovers' Leap Chimney. As 
implied in the name, a hold was chipped, but the route still remains very 
hard, perhaps the most serious lead at Brimham. 

The guidebook programme is well under way, Sheffield- Froggatt 
having appeared during the year. This shows the new outlook on aid 
very well, as many of the one-time artificial routes on Millstone Edge 
and Lawrencefield are now climbed free. Volume 4, dealing with all the 
gritstone crags from Baslow to Ambergate, including many hitherto 
undescribed, should be available very soon. 

(b) Limestone 

An amazing number of climbs is still being discovered in the Peak. 
It seems that here we have the golden age of at least this sort of climbing, 
and the experience of the rock is such that the early resort to pegs has 
been almost entirely abandoned. The routes are bold and free, and there 
are so many that it is difficult to locate and evaluate them. However, a 
few of the best in areas well developed are described. 

Above the Wye, the great and once ivy-covered buttress right of 
Cohesion Cracks on the Third Lift Amphitheatre was climbed, at HVS, 
by Nunn and J. Smith Chagrin. On Moving Buttress the same pair 
put up Maraton, a faint, slanting groove right of the classic Whistling 
Crack. It is a fine 100ft. VS, and a worthy companion to the routes made 
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here by Tony Howard and others of the Rimmon M.C. Quake (VS/A I; 
I IO ft.) takes a series of grooves right of Calvi Corner; Oscillation (VS, 
I 20 ft.) is a V -groove left of Dangleberry; and Swinging Wall, left again, 
involves a long traverse and is I 6o ft. (VS and A I). 

Two routes have been made on Chee Tor; Wailing Wall (Severe/A 2) 
lies between Grinning Chimney and Great Central, is rso ft. long and 
was done by J. Smith and Nunn. The other is Sergeyenna (A 2), by 
Dearman and Gill. In the lower Wye, Raventor holds the Brandenberg 
Gate, an almost entirely bolt route of 140ft. at A 2, which was climbed 
by Moore and Ballard. In Water-cum-Jolly, the best series of routes 
is on the right banlc The Troll is a 150 ft. HVS between Crumbling 
Cracks and Behemoth, done by Howard and Hodgkinson. Dearman, 
Parnell and Moore, Ballard respectively made the A 3's Convulsion and 
Triton. The first is a roof right of Nemesis, and the other is between 
Moat Wall and Pirhana Wall. 

At Stoney Middleton there has been a spate of development on the 
West cliffs, but on the main crag Bolt Pushers' Wall (6o ft., HVS), 
left of the very impressive Medusa, is extremely hard; a fine lead by 
J. Street, whose second could not follow. Elsewhere, north of Buxton, 
routes have been put up on Staidon Main and Staidon Lower Quarries, 
Great Rocks Dale Quarries and Priestcliffe. At Priestcliffe, most 
of the routes are ordinary VS, but in Great Rocks Dale there are even 
two VD's, October Crack and Green Onions. These were originated by 
Richardson and Oldham, who will perhaps be blessed by the more 
moderate parties now able to enjoy a new arena. 

Moving to the southern area, High Tor has a 120 ft. Severe (A 2) 
called The Extender, by Bolger and Palmer, left of M I. C. Jackson has 
climbed Fortress Wall free, arriving at the stance of Bastion Wall by 
moving right. A 'new' cliff, Harpurhill near Buxton, climbed on some 
time ago by J. Brown, is reaching maturity with a fine route, the Seven 
Deadly Sins (Ioo ft., VS), done by Toogood and Dearman in August. 
It takes a prominent rounded tower rather to the right of a pinnacle in a 
large gully in the upper tier. 

The Manifold V alley has seen a lot of action by Burgess and N at 
Alien, including a direct route on the chimney, Inferno (VS), right of 
The Sweep. Thor's Cave has three routes on its North face: 170 ft. 
Starlight (VS), Lightning and Thunder (both HVS) by Gordon Smith 
of the Rock and Ice; all these three are right of the main cave. On Beeston 
Tor, West Wall Climb is a zoo ft. VS taking a direct line left of The Thorn. 
To the right of The Thorn, below the gash, is Central Wall (120ft., VS), 
and to the right again is The Webb (155ft., HVS). Finally here, from 
Ivy Gash the main overhang has been bolted by Brian Moore, crossing 
Beeston Tor Eliminate on the top pitch. . 

There are now well over a hundred routes in Dovedale, and the guide 
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is complete and ready for the press. The crack right of Venery on Raven's 
Crag has been led, and many new routes have been put out in the 
Beresford and Wolfscote Dale areas. 

Turning to Yorkshire, and of course to Kilnsey which is one of the 
country's most spectacular crags, we find seven big new routes by Dave 
Nicol. All of them are artificial, and they include a Super Direttissitna 
over the main overhang and the Perverted Geranium, which has a first 
pitch of only VS! Gordale Scar has also received Nicol's attentions, the 
Left Wing Girdle being one of the biggest undertakings in the area. On 
the first ascent twenty-two pegs were used, but it has been repeated 
using only half that number. The Barley brothers found Yark, an 
HVS climb out of the cave right of The Norper. 

Leeds University Climbing Club has discovered a ne\v crag, High 
Stony Bank, about half a mile above Gordale. There are about a dozen 
free routes up to 70ft. in height, and Austin and Roper are developing 
a 'secret' crag. Back at Gordale, D. Scott and other Nottingham 
climbers have forced four big artificial lines, including a direct over the 
big overhang. Howard and Hodgkinson did a 200 ft. traverse (S) 
starting from the top of the first waterfall and crossing above the 
overhangs on the left wall. The outstanding problems here are girdles: 
that of the right wall at Gordale and the Overhang Buttress at Kilnsey. 
Perhaps next year ? 

There has been a great deal of activity in Northern Ireland, once 
again concentrated on the Mournes, most of the climbs being on Pigeon 
Rock. In the Upper Cove, Epiphone, by DevlinfSloan is VS, as is 
Initiation by Moore, Patton and Bullock. The Lower Cove gave Dot's 
Delight to Kavanagh and Devlin. All these climbs vary in length 
between 120ft. and 300ft. Eagle Rocks received attention from Moore, 
Brown and Earnshaw who, between them, found The Cure and Caste latus. 
Meander, an 870ft. girdle traverse of the upper cliffs, is one of the longest 
climbs in Northern Ireland and is VS. 

A specialist rock climbers' club has been formed, and besides short 
routes on tors and new crags a new cliff has been discovered in the Marble 
Arch area south-west of Enniskillen. Limestone has been annexed for 
climbing too, and a steep 100 ft. climb on lVIonastir cliff, by Horne and 
Rogers, was done in lVIarch, I 96 5. 

In Eire, the Spillikin fell from Camaderry in r 96 5. This affected 
both Spillikin Ridge and Fanfare, making them somewhat harder. 
Else\vhere a high level girdle of Bingorm West (String of PeaTls) gave 
Devlin and Agnew I ,ooo ft. of magnificent climbing, 'vhich took nine 
hours. Toraigh, on Bingorm East, follo\vs a mild \ TS line through the 
lo\ver overhangs, by a diedre, leading to a bright green patch. O'Halpin 
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and Miss Healey did this route, and a second rope, of Rothery and 
O'Leary, made a variation pitch of the same standard. 

SCOTLAND (I 962- 66) 

A 2,ooo ft. VS traverse of the Orion Face of Ben Nevis has been made 
by Clough and Farquhar, vvho have also climbed a nevv route on Carn 
Dearg Buttress. This last is a companion to Torro, which follo\ved a 
groove starting 3 o ft. left of Centurion to give an 8oo ft. VS to M cLean, 
W. Smith and W . Gordon in I962. The immense wall left of Point Five 
Gully became a I ,ooo ft. VS when attacked by J. R. and R. Marshall, and 
they made a route up a shorter but still excellent VS corner on the nose of 
No. 3 Gully Buttress. Cutlass, the obvious severe corner on the Douglas 
Boulder West Face, was done in I963, and Haston and Camp bell named 
a climb, which may be as unlikely as its name, Wagroochmisha. It is a 
soo ft. VS, and one is told to 'climb the piece of rock to the left of Minus 
Three Gully'! 

October, I965, saw activity on the Trilleachan Slabs in Glen Etive. 
Haston and Tiso made Aryan (s8o ft., VS) betweenJaywalk and Claw; 
Haston/Brumfitt did Attila (650 ft., VS) between Pause and Spartan 
Slab; and Robertson and Harper, using parts of Swastika Direct, followed 
a 750ft. VS called The Valkyrie. In I966 J. R. Marshall and Bathgate 
made a very hard route, starting beside Agony, crossing Hammer and 
Claw, to finish above and left of Jaywalk, through some enormous 
bulges. This, and a I,5oo ft. girdle, The Th£n Red Line, by Robertson 
and Nunn, must be amongst the hardest routes on the slabs. 

In Glencoe, Knight and McKeith wound a way up the wall left of 
Kinloss Corner on the Central Buttress of Buchaille Etive More in April, 
1965. They called it Rock Climb. Two long outstanding problems on 
Great Gully Buttress vvere solved in I 966, by J. R. Marshall and Maclean. 
These are the Girdle (5ooft., VS) and The Whip (250ft., VS). On the 
North face of Central Buttress, the prominent white scar gave McKeith 
and Brian a 300 ft. VS Apauling. Aonach Dubh's complicated West 
face has had several new climbs in the last couple of years. Up the 
South face of E Buttress, two major lines have gone, one on either side of 
Trapeze~· Tightrope, on the left, by J. Cunningham and J. Maclean, and 
another on the right by J. R. and R. Marshall. They are both about 
5oo ft.long. On the North face, Tober (soo ft ., VS), by Clough and D. G. 
Roberts, follows the big, open corner with a red slab by left wall, starting 
below and left of Yo Yo. Inter alia, Small, Hagerty, Graham and R. 
Marshall have done two routes of considerable difficulty to its right
Nineteenth Nervous Breakdown and Yak Hunk. 

The South Slabs of Goatfell (Arran) W6re girdled (250 ft., S) by 
W. Wallace and H. Stirling, and other severe routes were made in the 
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island in 1965. Zig Zag Variation on Rosa Slabs and Diamond Slab on 
the South-west face of North Goatfell are two of them that are worth 
while. West Gully and Ribbish, on the North-east face of Cir Mor, 
should (according to their authors) be avoided at all costs! The East face 
of Beinn Tharsuinn gave Brachistochrone (900ft., VS) to Galbraith and 
1\IcKeith. It follows the left hand of two parallel cracks, and is a similar 
undertaking to The Bat on the Ben. Turning to developments in Harris, 
M. A. Reeves made three routes: Inversion on Sron Ulladale (580 ft., 
VS), and Gollum and Smeagol, both Severes. 

The Cairngorms have seen both summer and winter new routes. 
Creag an Dubh Loch's Central Gully Wall is split by a monster system 
of cracks and grooves. This 430ft. Giant is VS and A 2, and was subdued 
in 1965 by Bathgate, Ewing and Brumfitt, in parts of two days. Hell's 
Lum Crag has Auld Nick (540 ft., S) and Sneer (400ft., VD), and the 
thin crack between Dagger and Djibangi on Creagan a' Coire Etchachan 
has yielded a 5 oo ft. VS. 

Outstanding \vinter routes include an ascent of the Pinnacle Face 
of Lochnagar, and The Great Rift in the Garbh Coire-Braeriach-Carn 
Toul amphitheatre. The \vinter girdle of Creag Meaghaidh is nov1 com
plete, in four sections totally about 8,500 ft. The climbing is not exces
sively difficult, but the exposure is fantastic and continuous. A complete 
ascent is awaited. Other winter routes here are Fifteen A (grade Ill), 
N aevueata (IV) and Glenmorangie (IV), this last being the obvious 
gully left of Smith's Gully. 
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